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Bay Street gives back despite weak economy

Toronto, March 17, 2009 - The organizers of Bay Street Hoops, a three-day charity basketball tournament, knew that it wouldn’t be an easy year. However, having raised more than $1.6 million since it started 15 years ago, including $226,000 in 2008, they wouldn’t take the economy as an excuse. Compared to last year, they set their fundraising goal at a slightly more modest $200,000 with the funds going to Special Olympics Ontario, Daytrippers Children’s Charity, and the Bay Street Hoops Youth Basketball Initiative.

“We’ve had to be a bit more creative when it comes to raising our funds this year,” explains Tim Costigan, one of the tournament’s founding members. “However, thanks to everyone’s efforts, and the fact that we’re all open to new ideas and full of energy, we should be getting close to our fundraising goal.”

From April 2 - 4, 2009, close to 800 men and women from the city’s corporate world will compete in a three-game, full court, five-on-five, round robin format. Teams compete at the University of Toronto Athletic Centre and Ryerson University on Thursday and Friday evening and Saturday morning. The finals take place on Saturday afternoon.

In addition to the tournament, which is presented by RBC Direct Investing, there’s a special noon tip-off event on Friday, March 27 at the Air Canada Centre; a children’s basketball clinic on Saturday, April 4 at 1:30pm and a post-game party for all players, sponsors and volunteers at the Steam Whistle Brewery.

· Special Olympics Ontario is part of a dynamic worldwide charitable organization dedicated to promoting a more active and better quality of life for people who have an intellectual disability, through their involvement in sport.

· Daytrippers Children’s Charity funds educational school trips for school groups in lower-income and far reaching areas across Ontario and beyond. Its objective is to fund new “outside the school” learning experiences for children grades 1 to 8.

· Bay Street Hoops Youth Basketball Initiative is a new project developed by the organizers of the Bay Street Hoops tournament to identify grassroots youth basketball programs operating in at-risk neighbourhoods.
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For more information, visit the tournament’s website at http://www.baystreethoops.com/ or the Bay Street Hoops blog at http://bay-street-hoops.x.iabc.com/. 

Media contact: Markus Stadelmann-Elder, 416-944-2627 ext. 284, mselder@maytree.com.
