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Bay Street Hoops 2009 Fact Sheet
Name of the event: Bay Street Hoops

What it is: Presented by RBC Direct Investing, Bay Street Hoops is a charitable basketball tournament featuring teams from corporations and professional firms in a five-on-five, round-robin format, with close to 70 teams, divided into eight men’s divisions and two women’s divisions, representing all skill levels. Since 1995, over $1,600,000 has been raised for children and youth charities in the Toronto area, including more than $220,000 in 2008. Last year more than 800 players from Toronto’s leading law and accounting firms, financial services companies and other corporations, as well as hundreds of spectators and volunteers, attended the tournament and its related events.

What it does: It raises funds for Special Olympics Ontario, Daytrippers Children’s Charity, and Bay Street Hoops Youth Basketball Initiative.This year’s fundraising goal is $200,000.
Mandate for Bay Street Hoops: Built on a foundation of participation and community spirit, Bay Street Hoops is about having fun and supporting deserving children and youth charities in Toronto. Bay Street Hoops focuses on two things: basketball and community. The typical Bay Street Hoops participant is a lawyer, accountant or financial services professional who loves playing basketball and, more importantly, wants to use his or her position in the community to help those who are less fortunate. 
When: April 2 to 4, 2009
Where: University of Toronto Athletic Centre, 55 Harbord St.; Ryerson University, 350 Victoria St.

Teams compete on Thursday and Friday evenings (6:30-10:30 p.m.), and Saturday morning (starting at 9:30 a.m.) in a three-game, full court, five-on-five, round-robin format, with experienced referees. The finals take place on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. at the University of Toronto Athletic Centre.

In addition, the Unified Basketball division is played on Saturday at University of Toronto. Developed with St. Andrews College and Havergal College, the Unified Division will showcase Special Olympics athletes and students from both schools in an integrated six-team tournament. Each team will be comprised of five Special Olympians and five Havergal and/or St. Andrews students.
In addition to the tournament, there will be a “Tip-off” event on Friday, March 27 at the Air Canada Centre; a children’s basketball clinic (UofT, Saturday, April 4, 1:30 p.m.); three-point shoot-out (UofT, Saturday, April 4, 1:00 p.m.); and a post-game party for all players, sponsors and volunteers that will include dinner and a silent auction.
The post-game party takes place on Saturday, April 4 at the Steam Whistle Brewery and runs from 6 p.m. to midnight.

For more information, please visit: http://www.baystreethoops.com

Or contact: Markus Stadelmann-Elder, 416-944-2627 ext. 274, mselder@maytree.com.
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