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Bay Street is bullish on basketball
Now in its 15th year, the 2009 Bay Street Hoops charity basketball tournament is built on a foundation of participation and community spirit and supports three children and youth charities.
Toronto, January 20, 2009 – They jump through hoops in the business world every day, but what are the wizards of the corporate world like when it comes to shooting hoops?
We’re going to find out during the 2009 Bay Street Hoops tournament, presented by RBC Direct Investing. The gurus of the boardroom meet the backboard in this three-day basketball tournament that pits men’s and women’s teams from the city’s corporate realm against each other in a winners-take-all competition. It’s one of Toronto’s premier charity sports events.
And who are the guaranteed winners in this event?

Three charities: Special Olympics Ontario, Daytrippers Children’s Charity,
 and Bay Street Hoops Youth Basketball Initiative.
The event is held April 2 to 4, 2009 at the University of Toronto Athletic Centre, 55 Harbord St., and Ryerson University, 350 Victoria St.

This year’s fundraising goal is $200,000.
About 70 teams compete on Thursday and Friday evening, and Saturday morning. All teams play in a three-game, full court, five-on-five, round-robin format, with experienced referees. Semi-finals and finals are on Saturday afternoon.
In addition, there’s the Unified Basketball division, where Special Olympics athletes and students from St. Andrew’s College and Havergal College will compete in an integrated six-team division within the Bay Street Hoops tournament on Saturday at University of Toronto.
In addition to the tournament, there’s also a “Tip-off” event on Friday, March 27 at the Air Canada Centre; a children’s basketball clinic on Saturday, April 4 at 1:30 p.m.; and a post-game party for all players, sponsors and volunteers that will include dinner and a silent auction. 
· Special Olympics Ontario is part of a dynamic worldwide charitable organization dedicated to promoting a more active and better quality of life for people who have an intellectual disability, through their involvement in sport.

· Daytrippers Children’s Charity raises funds for school trips to recognized educational and cultural institutions for children in grades 1 to 8 from lower-income and far-reaching areas.
· Bay Street Hoops Youth Basketball Initiative is a new project developed by the organizers of the Bay Street Hoops tournament to identify grassroots youth basketball programs operating in at-risk neighbourhoods.
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For more information, please visit: http://www.baystreethoops.com

Or contact: Markus Stadelmann-Elder, 416-944-2627 ext. 284, mselder@maytree.com.
